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New Approach to Hazards
Adopt systems approach: 

geophysics:demographics:infrastructure
Accept responsibility

humans – not nature – cause disaster losses
Anticipate ambiguity and change

yesterday’s mitigation may not reduce future losses
Reject short-term thinking

how will today’s mitigation protect future generations
Account for social forces

mitigation must be a shared social value & responsibility
Redevelop SUSTAINABLY

mitigation should strengthen resiliency
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O’l Man River is a Restless River

Are some locations not sustainable?
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The Control of Nature
John McPhee

Geological Certainties
Delta is consolidating – sinking like Venice
Ocean level is rising- intergalcial warming
Mississippi River would rather be the Atchafalaya
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The Big Four: 
Earthquakes in LA and SF
Hurricanes in NO & Miami 

Which Circle Should Be Drawn to 
Define the Policy Decision?

Additional Reading

Cooperating with Nature: 
Confronting Natural Hazards with 
Land Use Planning for Sustainable Communities (Burby) 

Paying the Price: 
The Status and Role of Insurance Against Natural Disasters in 
the United States (Kunreuther & Roth) 

American Hazardscapes: 
The Regionalization of Hazards and Disasters (Cutter) 

Facing the Unexpected: 
Disaster Preparedness and Response in the United States (Tierney)


